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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER LEE VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND 
REFS A) WELLINGTON 09 18 B) WELLINGTON 0924 

1. WORKING PART OF PRIME MINISTER LEE'S APRIL 2-16 VISIT 
TO NEW ZEALAND WAS LIMITED TO APRIL 4 LUNCHEON AND 
APRIL 7 MEETINGS WITH PRIME MINISTER ROWLING AND CABINET. 
BRIAN LYNCH, HEAD, MFA ASIAN DIVISION, ATTENDED LUNCHEON 
AND MEETINGS AND BRIFINGS EMBOFF APRIL 9. 
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2. ALTHOUGH NEVER EXPLICITLY STATED LEE LEFT DISCTINCT 
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IMPRESSION HE EXPECTED ALL OF VIETNAM TO BE UNDER HANOI 
RULE IN NOT-TOO-DISTANT FUTURE. HANOI WOULD HAVE ITS 
HANDS FULL CONSOLIDATING ITS POSITION AND WAS UNLIKELY 
TO TRY TO EXPAND ITS INFLUENCE OUTSIDE OF INDOCHINA FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS. HE ASSUMED TRADITIONAL VIETNAMESE 
STREAK OF INDEPENDENCE WOULD ASSERT ITSELF AND VIETNAMESE 
WOULD BE ABLE T O MAINTAIN POSITION RELATIVELY INDEPENDENT 
FROM CHINA. 

3. GIVEN THEIR PROBLEMS ON THE HOME FRONT, AND THE 
DISTANCES INVOLVED, LEE DOUBTED VIETNAMESE WOULD, IN THE 
SHORT RUN, BE ABLE TO EXERT MUCH INFLUENCE ON THAILAND, 
THAIS WILL USE THIS GRACE PERIOD TO MEND FENCES WITH PRC 

IN THE HOPE THAT REASONABLY GOOD RELATIONS WITH PRC WILL BE 
A DETERRENT TO FUTURE VIETNAMESE EFFORTS TO EXPAND 
INFLUENCE. ACCORDING TO LYNCH, LEE’S OBSERVATIONS ON 
CAMBODIA WERE LESS CLEAR AND PRECISE THAN THOSE ABOUT 
THAILAND. IN VIEW OF SUPPORT THE PRC HAD GIVEN SIHANOUK AND 
GRUNK DURING PAST FIVE YEARS LEE'S EXPECTATION WAS THAT 
GRUNK, ONCE IN POWER, WOULD MAINTAIN ITS CLOSE TIES 
WITH PEKING AT THE EXPENSE OF HANOI. THIS WOULD BE AN 
EFFECTIVE WAY TO BOTTLE UP VIETNAMESE EXPANSIONISM. 
CAMBODIANS, HOWEVER, WERE GIVEN TO MOVING WITH THE 
TIDE AND SUFFICIENT PRESSURE FROM HANOI MIGHT RESULT IN 
VIETNAM OBTAINING CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE IN PHNOM 
PENH. IN SUCH A CASE PRESSURE ON THAILAND WOULD INCREASE 
ACCORDINGLY. 

4. LEE SAW A DIMUNUTION OF UN INFLUENCE IN SEA WHITE 
THAT OF USSR AND PRC WAS ON THE INCREASE. USG STILL HAD 
A MAJOR ROLE TO PLAY, HOWEVER, AND COUTRIES IN THE AREA 
SHOULD DO NOTHING TO ATNAGONIZE AMERICANS. AT THE SAME 
TIME SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS ALSO WOULD HAVE TO BE CAREFUL 
NOT TO GET CAUGHT BETWEEN USSR AND PRC IN THE POWER PLAY 
FOR REGIONAL HEGEMONY. 

5. LEE SAW LITTLE CHANCE FOR SUCCESS OF INSURGENCY IN 
MALAYSIA UNLESS AND UNTIL MORE MALYAS WERE IN LEADERSHIP 
POSITIONS WITH THE INSURGENTS. HE FORESAW NO PROBLEMS 
WITH REGARD TO THE STABILITY OF HIS OWN COUNTRY. INDONESIA 
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AND PHILIPPINES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 

6. COMMENT: IT IS GOING TO TAKE SOME TIME FOR ALL OF THE 
RETURNS ON LEE’S VISIT TO BE COUNTED BUT IT IS CERTAIN THAT 
HIS ANALYSIS OF THE FUTURE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, PARTICULARLY 
THE ROLES OF THE US, USSR, AND PRC, WILL INFLUENCE GNZ 
POLICY MAKERS. IN MANY WAYS THE VIEWS HE EXPRESSED 
COMPLEMENT THOSE HELD BY MANY LEFT WING LABOUR PARTY 
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MEMBERS INCLUDING SEVERAL MNISTERS, WHO WILL NOW SEE THEIR 
ANTI-AMERICAN, PRO-COMMUNIST PROPHECIES FULFILLED. 

SELDEN 
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